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Worship at Good Shepherd 
Weekend of the Palms 
April 4 & 5, 2020 
 
 
 

E N T E R  T H E  S T O R YE N T E R  T H E  S T O R Y  
 
 

Annually the church the world over traces Jesus’ “triumphal entry” into the city of 
Jerusalem. A donkey and colt symbolize Jesus’ rule, humble and lowly. Nothing is 
shaped as expected, yet everything is as needed. To enter the scene, we’ll use 
many senses. 

Listen! The braying of humble animals mixes sweetly with boisterous shouts of 
praise: “Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the 
highest heaven!” (Matt. 21:9). 

Smell! People young and old, doves and goats, spices and spring blooms. The 
crowd is filled with the scents of fishing nets and barns, of vineyards and hostels. 

Open-eyed, look around! See colorful cloaks and branches spread on the ground, 
creating a pathway for the donkey and its rider. See children hoisted above their 
elders, each straining to catch sight of Jesus, on whom all their hopes are pinned 
for a better life and a lovelier world. 

This Holy Week, we are invited to enter into the story with senses newly 
awakened. As you listen to the Gospel today, what do you hear that you’ve never 
heard before? What parts of the narrative come to life that in earlier years you 
may have missed? In normal times we would be waving a palm and perhaps 
joining in a procession, can you imagine yourself in the crowd that surrounded 
Jesus? Can you see yourself waving palms, throwing garments in his path and 
shouting loud Hosanna to the Son of David? 

 
 

G A T H E R I N GG A T H E R I N G  

 
 
PRELUDE:  All Glory, Laud, and Honor  -  Elden Dale Golden 
 

Connie Golden, our Saturday Worship Director, is playing her 
husband’s composition on their home organ for our Prelude today. 

 

https://youtu.be/lojT_KIESOo 
 
 

Adapted from the Gospel 
Message from 

sundayandseasons.com. 
Copyright © 2020 

Augsburg Fortress. All 
rights reserved.

https://youtu.be/lojT_KIESOo
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GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
 
LITANY OF THE PALMS 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 
Hosanna to the Son of David! 
 
Blessed is the one who is servant and healer of all! 
Hosanna in the highest! 
 
Blessed is the one who was given the tongue of a teacher, 
who sustains the weary with a word! 
Hosanna to the Son of David! 
 
Blessed is the one who out of love humbled himself, 
even to the point of death! 
Hosanna in the highest! 
 
Who is this blessed one? 
It is Jesus the Christ, God’s pure love, 
who brings grace and forgiveness to all! 
 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 
Hosanna! Hosanna! Hosanna in the highest! 
 
 
HYMN:  All Glory, Laud, and Honor (Words included in video link.) 
 

https://youtu.be/qvDCMvNktqk 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Sovereign God, you have established your rule in the human heart through the 
servanthood of Jesus Christ. By your Spirit, keep us in the joyful procession of those 
who with their tongues confess Jesus as Lord and with their lives praise him as Savior, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

  
  
  
  

 

https://youtu.be/qvDCMvNktqk
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W O R DW O R D  

 
 
FIRST READING:  Isaiah 50:4-9a 
 
 4The Lord GOD has given me 
  the tongue of a teacher, 
 that I may know how to sustain 
  the weary with a word. 
 Morning by morning he wakens— 
  wakens my ear 
  to listen as those who are taught. 
 5The Lord GOD has opened my ear, 
  and I was not rebellious, 
  I did not turn backward. 
 6I gave my back to those who struck me, 
  and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; 
 I did not hide my face 
  from insult and spitting. 
 
 7The Lord GOD helps me; 
  therefore I have not been disgraced; 
 therefore I have set my face like flint, 
  and I know that I shall not be put to shame; 
  8he who vindicates me is near. 
 Who will contend with me? 
  Let us stand up together. 
 Who are my adversaries? 
  Let them confront me. 
 9aIt is the Lord GOD who helps me; 
  who will declare me guilty? 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
SECOND READING:  Philippians 2:5-11 
 
5Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 
 6who, though he was in the form of God, 
  did not regard equality with God 
  as something to be exploited, 
 7but emptied himself, 
  taking the form of a slave, 
  being born in human likeness. 
 And being found in human form, 
  8he humbled himself 

The servant of the Lord 
expresses absolute 

confidence in his final 
vindication, despite the 
fact that he has been 
struck and spit upon. 
This characteristic of 
the servant played an 
important role in the 

early church’s 
understanding of the 
suffering, death, and 
resurrection of Jesus.

Paul uses an early 
Christian hymn to help 
us comprehend Jesus’ 
obedient selflessness 
on the cross and how 
God has made Christ 

lord over all reality. The 
perspective of the cross 

becomes the way we 
rightly understand God, 

Christ, our own lives, 
and fellowship within 

the community of 
Christ.



  and became obedient to the point of death— 
  even death on a cross. 
 
 9Therefore God also highly exalted him 
  and gave him the name 
  that is above every name, 
 10so that at the name of Jesus 
  every knee should bend, 
  in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
 11and every tongue should confess 
  that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
  to the glory of God the Father. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL:  Matthew 21:1-11 
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
1When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount of 
Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, 2saying to them, “Go into the village ahead of you, 
and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her; untie them and bring 
them to me. 3If anyone says anything to you, just say this, ‘The Lord needs them.’ And 
he will send them immediately.” 4This took place to fulfill what had been spoken 
through the prophet, saying, 
 5“Tell the daughter of Zion, 
 Look, your king is coming to you, 
  humble, and mounted on a donkey, 
   and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.” 
6The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; 7they brought the donkey and 
the colt, and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. 8A very large crowd spread 
their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the 
road. 9The crowds that went ahead of him and that followed were shouting,  
 “Hosanna to the Son of David! 
  Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 
 Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 
10When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, “Who is this?” 
11The crowds were saying, “This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON:  Pastor Patricia Badkey 
 

https://youtu.be/ZQRsHJz_RJ8 
 
 

Page 4

Jesus enters Jerusalem

Gospel and Sermon on 
sermon link on this 

page.

https://youtu.be/ZQRsHJz_RJ8


APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
     creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
     He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
          and born of the virgin Mary. 
    He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
          was crucified, died, and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     On the third day he rose again. 
     He ascended into heaven, 
          and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
     He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy catholic Church, 
     the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 
 

THANKSGIVINGTHANKSGIVING  
 
 
 
GATHERING OF GIFTS:  As we continue to worship through the gift the internet, we 
encourage you to consider giving online https://goodshepherd.com/Donate or via 
mail as you are able. 
 
 
PRAYER 
Ever-present God, you are the giver of all life, and you know what we need even 
before we ask. During this time of uncertainty, fear, and precaution, let your Spirit of 
wholeness and health fall fresh upon your people. Sustain all health care providers and 
first responders as they care for those who are ill. Give wisdom and insight to 
researchers who seek medical solutions for this virus.Provide for those families, 
businesses, and institutions who are financially impacted during this time of caution. 
Give comfort to those who are quarantined or isolated. Give courage to college and 
school administrators, educators, students, and families as they adapt to this new 
reality. And call anew your church to love both you and our neighbors in new and 
faithful ways in the coming weeks. We trust and know that you hear our prayer, and 
will provide, because of your self-giving love in Jesus. It is in his name that we pray. 
Amen. 
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https://goodshepherd.com/Donate


LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 

S E N D I N GS E N D I N G   
 
 
BLESSING 
Now is the acceptable time. 
Now is the day of salvation. 
Holy God, 
speaking, spoken, and inspiring, 
☩bless you, unbind you, 
and send you in love and in peace. 
Amen. 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Share the good news. 
Thanks Be to God 
 
POSTLUDE:  Prepare the Royal Highway  -  Christopher M. Wicks 
 

https://youtu.be/ZZbRPW2OF6E 
 
 

C O P Y R I G H TC O P Y R I G H T   
 

Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress 
Liturgies Annual License #SAS002280. 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of 
the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
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GOOD SHEPHERD’S 
PURPOSE: 

 
To be a  Caring 

Christian Community 
where we... 

 
• SHARE God’s grace 

• GROW our faith 
• SERVE others. 

https://youtu.be/ZZbRPW2OF6E
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Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 
 7701 Kenwood Rd.  *  Cincinnati, OH  45236  

www.goodshepherd.com 


